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Honorable Board of Commissioners 
Housing Authority of the 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 9001 2 

Dear Commissioners: 

APPROVE RENT COMPARABLE SYSTEM AND RELATED CONSULTING 
SERVICES CONTRACT FOR THE SECTION 8 HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER 

PROGRAM (ALL DISTRICTS) 
(3 Vote) 

CIO RECOMMENDATION: ( X ) APPROVE 
( ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATION ( ) DISAPPROVE 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 

1. Approve and authorize the Executive Director of the Housing Authority to 
execute a one-year Rent Comparable System and Related Consulting 
Services Contract (Contract), presented in substantially final form, and all 
related documents, with Market Vision Partners, LLC, in an amount not to.  
exceed $1 25,OOO, to provide Internet-based rent reasonableness services 
for the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program, and to use for this 
purpose a total of $125,000 in Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 
Program Administrative Fees allocated by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

2. Authorize the Executive Director to extend the Contract time of 
performance for a maximum of two years, in one-year increments, at 
$70,000 each for the second and third years, using funds to be approved 
through the annual budget process. 
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3. Authorize the Executive Director to increase the contract amount by 
$1,500 in each optional second and third year to provide travel expenses 
for additional and unforeseen on-site research visits, using the same 
source of funds. 

PURPOSElJUSTlFlCATlON OF RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

The purpose of this action is to approve the award of a Contract with Market Vision 
Partners, LLC, for rent comparable and reasonableness consulting services for the 
Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program. Rent reasonableness comparisons are a 
requirement of the program and a constant necessity in the changing rental market. 

FISCAL IMPACTIFINANCING: 

There is no impact on the County general fund. The maximum amount for all three 
years of the Contract, if fully extended will be $265,000, excluding any contingency 
monies. 

The first year of the Contract, in the amount of $125,000, will be funded with Section 8 
Housing Choice Voucher Administrative Fees, allocated by HUD and included in the 
Housing Authority's approved Fiscal Year 2005-2006 budget. Costs for the first year of 
services include $55,000 for system set up and $70,000 for services. 

The second and third years of the Contract will each be funded with $70,000, using 
funds to be approved through the annual budget process. 

A contingency in the amount of $1,500 for each of the second and third years of the 
Contract, is also being set aside to provide travel expenses for any unforeseen on-site 
research, using the same yearly source of funds described above. 

In compliance with .the Chief lnformation Officer's guidelines, the Housing Authority will 
utilize the lnformation Technology Tracking System (ITTS) to monitor project status and 
contractor performance. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONSILEGAL REQUIREMENTS: 

Rent comparable determinations are a continuing responsibility of the Section 8 
Housing Choice Voucher program. Such determinations establish the allowable rents 
that participating owners may reasonably charge Section 8 voucher recipients. The 
Housing Authority currently establishes rent reasonableness through continuing 
research and inspections by Housing Authority field staff when making initial rent 
determinations, during the annual re-certification process, and in reviewing appeals by 
participating owners. This process is resource-intensive and time consuming. 
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Basing determinations of rent reasonableness on continually-refreshed market data and 
a reliable, commonly-accepted statistical methodology will significantly reduce time 
demands on staff, allowing staff to focus on service delivery to constituent clients. The 
Housing Authority, therefore, wishes to enter into a Contract with Market Vision 
Partners, LLC, for access to online rent reasonableness reports and research for areas 
throughout Los Angeles County. 

Services to be provided under the proposed Contract will include research and data 
acquisition to set up a Countywide rent comparables database for all neighborhoods, 
data entry, data analysis, training for Housing Authority staff and monthly updates to 
maintain the system's accuracy and reliability. 

The proposed rent comparable system provided by Market Vision Partners, LLC meets 
HUD requirements, as defined in Code of Federal Regulations 982.507, HUD Notice 
PIH 2003-12 of May 16, 2003. 

Should Market Vision Partners, LLC, require additional or replacement personnel during 
the term of the Contract, it will give consideration for any such employment openings to 
participants in the County's Department of Public Social Services' Greater Avenues for 
Independence (GAIN) Program and General Relief Opportunity for Work (GROW) 
Program who meet the minimum qualifications for the open positions. Market Vision 
Partners, LLC, will contact the County's GAINIGROW Division for a list of participants 
by job category. 

The Contract will be effective following approval as to form by County Counsel and 
execution by all parties. On November 16, 2005, the Housing Commission 
recommended approval of the Contract. In addition, the recommendation to approve 
the Contract has been approved by the County Chief Information Officer (CIO), based 
on the attached analysis. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION: 

Pursuant to 24 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 58, Section 58.34(a)(3), this action is 
exempt from the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) because it involves 
administrative activities that will not alter existing environmental conditions. The action 
is not subject to the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines 15060(c)(3) and 15378 because it is not defined as 
a project under CEQA and does not have the potential for causing a significant effect on 
the environment. 
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CONTRACTING PROCESS: 

On August 19, 2005, the Housing Authority initiated an outreach to identify a contractor 
to provide a rent comparable system and consulting services for the Section 8 Housing 
Choice Voucher Program. Notices of the availability of the Request for Proposals (RFP) 
were mailed to 353 firms identified from the Housing Authority's contractor list. 
Advertisements also appeared in the Los Angeles Times newspaper, on the County's 
WebVen website and the Housing Authority's website. Ten RFP packages were 
requested and distributed. 

On September 12, 2005, four proposals were received. Two proposals were 
determined to be non-responsive to the requirements set forth in the RFP. The two 
remaining proposals were evaluated. The proposal submitted by Market Vision 
Partners, LLC, was determined to be the most responsive and lowest cost of the two 
qualified proposals, and is therefore being recommended for the Contract award. 

The Summary of Outreach Activities is provided as Attachment A. 

IMPACT ON CURRENT PROGRAMS: 

The proposed Contract will allow the Housing Authority to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of its efforts to comply with rent reasonableness requirements, permitting 
improved services to both clients and participating housing owners. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CARLOS JACKSON 
Executive Director 

Reviewed by: 

JON FULLINWIDER 
Chief Information Officer 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

Attachments: 3 






















































































